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to this Kingdom Bukka was succeeded by his son
Hanhara II in 1379, who assumed the title of King
of Kings and ruled an extensive area inscriptions
of his time were found in Mysore, Dharwar, Con-
jeevaram, Chingleput and Tiruchirapalh

Meanwhile the Muslim Bahmani Kingdom
founded in 1347 with its capital at Gulbarga had
extended its territory as far south as the Krishna
river and for the next 135 years constantly opposed
the expansionist policies of the Vijayanagar Kings

The decline of the Vijayanagar Empire com-
menced from the reign of Achyuta Raya(l530 1542)
who was  described as both a coward and a tyrant
He alienated his best friends by his violent despo
tism till finally Rama Raja   Tirumala and Venka-
tadn, all three brothers combined and took away
effective power from his hands    Rama Raja was
virtually the King of Vijayanagar during the last
part of Achyuta's reign and also during the reign
of the next ruler Sadasiva

Traces of the Vijayanagar rule were found
mostly m the Bellary district In Anantapur they
built some of the fortifications at Gooty and Penu-
konda now not easily distinguishable The inscrip-
tions here and there (at Tadpatn for example)
reveal that they endowed and beautified temples
Beyond this the district was not much benefited by
the Vijayanagar rule

Fearing the further growth of power and influ-
ence of the Vijayanagar Empire, the Muslim Kings
and Chieftains shelved their mutual rivalries
formed into a'general league of the faithful' and
marched against the Vijayanagar King On the
Christmas day in the year 1564 their advance was
halted near the town and the fortress of Tahkota,
25 miles (40 kms) north of the river Krishna
After a few skirmishes the famous battle of Tali-
kota was fought on the 23rd January, 1565, It was
one of the most decisive battles ever fought in the
history of South India The Vijayanagar army was
defeated, and the troops seized by panic, broke and
fled, after suffering very heavy losses Rama Raja
and Venkatadn were slam m the battle Tirumala,
the only surviving brother, hastily returned to
Vjjayanagar and together with the puppet king
Sadasiva fled to the hill fort of Penukonda The
fiesmg monarch with a few followers took with him
a convoy of 550 elephants laden with treasure m
the shape of gold, diamonds and precious stones
valued at more than 100 million sterling and also
the state insignia and the celebrated jewelled

The City of Vijayanagar which was tnus left
undefended was destroyed by the invaders so com-
pletely that it could never again be inhabited
Penukonda thenceforward became the capital, with
the fort as its stronghold. Decay rapidly overtook
the remains of the Vijayanagar Empire, The nobles
who ruled the outlying provinces threw away their
allegiance and declared themselves independent
and plunged the greater part of the country into
anarchy
At Penukonda, Sadasiva remained a king m
name until 1568 when he was raurdered by Tirumala
who usurped the throne. He was succeeded m 1575
by his son Ranga, who shortly afterwards transfer-
red his capital to Chandragin Ranga was followed
in 1586 by his brother Venkata who ruled till 1614
At his death there were widespread revolts, distur-
bances and other conflicts which finally brought the
Vijayanagar power virtually to an end
Meanwhile, the Muslim Kings had gradually
extended their holdover the area At first their
mutual jealousies and animosities had prevented
them from reaping to the full the fruits of their
victory at Tahkota, some of the Vijayanagar fort-
resses still remained in possession of the local
Governors of the Empire But eventually the Kings
of Bijapur and Ahmadnagar agreed to take diffe-
rent lines of conquest, so that their operations
might not clash The former proceeded to invade
the country south of the Krishna, including Bellary
and Anantapur districts In 1577 he appeared at
Penukonda but due to the deceit practised by a part
of his army, the expedition was not a success In
1589 the King of Golconda invaded this area and,
in spite of plucky re^istence, defeated the enemy
and conquered Penukonda, Gooty and the rest of
Anantapur district
For some years the Maharata power was slowly
gaming ground in the west of the Peninsula In
1677, Shivaji, the famous Maharata chief visited the
Deccan after taking most of the possessions held by
the King of Bijapur in the Carnatic. And finally in
1680, the rights held by the Bijapur king over this
part of the country were also made over to the
Maharatas However, in 1687, Emoeror Auranga-
zeb reduced the Maharatas to obedience, overthrow
their rule within this district and added the country
to the Mughal Subah of Bijapur
In 1723 the Nizam of Hyderabad, one of the
Governors of the Mughal Empire, made himself
independent and ruled over his province, which